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BF Bae A NS EMER IN NTI AE OB REE T ET RE EOL BPN MORES BLES NS EE E IE RS ORT Pee ee 
CISPES ACTIVIST JAILED IN PERU FOR REVOLUTIONARY TREASON 


in Peru. A Bay Area activist of Peruvian descent was forced to walk out of the 


When I first saw in PeaceNet’s alerts in early December a tagline reading country leaving his passport behind to avoid just the situation Lori is in. 
Who Is Lori? 


“CISPES activist arrested in Peru,” my first thoughT was 
“which one of my friends has gotten themselves in 
trouble now?” As it turns out, Lori Berenson is not an 
acquaintance of mine, but from the beginning of her saga, 
I identified with her because I felt she could have been. 
Or more particularly, that she could have been me, had I 
been less lucky on any of a number of occasions. 

Lots of us well-intentioned solidarity activists cum 
reporters like to zip around the globe, armed with our 
western conceptions of justice and incomplete under- 
standing of situations. A few years ago, a friend of mine 
was asked (and agreed) to check on an ANC arms cache 
in south africa. Another friend was deported from israel 
after participating in a human billboard at a checkpoint 
into the West Bank. Yet another was deported from El 
Salvador minus all his money for demonstrating at the 
u.s. embassy. 

I think of my friend and me standing stupidly amid a 
stampede of cavalry in front of Damascus Gate in East 
Jerusalem, wondering if we would hear the bullets start 
to fly (fortunately, they didn’t). Missing the last bus out 
of Gaza and nearly getting stranded in a town with no hotel and a shoot-to-kill 


coins to some homeless kids, only to find I’d upset the balance of power and 
poverty in a Manila garbage dump. 

Usually these minor adventures turn out fine and we return, armed with stories 
for our friends, thinking perhaps we’ ve learned more than we actually have about 
the conditions of people in far-off (or nearby) worlds. Occasionally, we 
miscalculate and end up dead in Matagalpa, beaten in Iran (a u.s. woman accused 


of prostitution received 100 lashes the same month Michael Fay received 4 in 


Singapore), or sentenced to life in a Peruvian prison. 
Contrary to the impression we get from the papers, Lori is not the first north 
american to be arrested and detained 
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for the same offense three weeks earlier. SEEE a picture and giving a few 





Berenson was convicted of 
helping the Tupac Amaru 
Revolutionary guerrillas 


According to the New York Times, Lori Helene 


iia Berenson, 26, formerly of New York, is a “fervent 


revolutionary,” based upon her request not to be treated 
differently from her Peruvian fellow prisoners: Accord- 
ing to her parents, she is a “pacifist, opposed to every 
form of violence, and has devoted her young life to 
helping the poor and oppressed.” According to press 
releases from former attorney general Ramsey Clark, 
one of her lawyers, she is a former national CISPES staff 
member who has been traveling in Latin America for 
two years now, studying and doing freelance reporting 
on Latin American history, culture and music. 

Lori’s connection with the revolutionary group Tupac 
Amaru is also variously described. The initial report 
from CISPES stated that the bases of her alleged treason 
(a peculiar charge to be leveled against a citizen of 
another country) were three: (1)that she several times 
entered the national legislature building (proving she 
was Casing it for a terrorist action); (2) that she bought 
a large quantity of bread (so she must have been harbor- 
ing fugitives); and (3) that she rented a large house in Lima (which therefore must 
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African Americans have Dr. Carter Goodwin Woodson. 
to thank for the inception of Black History Month. Dr. 
Woodson is affectionately called “The 

Father of Black History.” The celebration 
began as Negro History Week in 1926 
through the work of Dr. Woodson, a Black 
historian and the founder of “The Associa- 

He also 

won the Spingran Medal in 1926. He 
originally planned the week in mid-Febru- 
ary to coincide with the birthdays of 
Frederick Douglas and Abraham Lincoln. 

Black History Month is a time of reflec- 

tion and pride for the accomplishments of 
the heroines and heroes from African American people. 
In 1972 the Association for the Study of Afro Ameri- 


to pitied before a masked iis menan iti a 97% conviction rate, Hee 
to the New York Times. One of Clark’s stranger press releases states she was 
“overjoyed to learn” that her Peruvian lawyer, Grimaldo Achuahi is a “full- 
blooded Indian.” 

KPFA, the New York Times and Time Magazine didn’t start covering Lori’s 
case until just before she was sentenced on December 31, though PeaceNet 
carried the information about her arrest as soon as it happened. The early releases 
seemed clearly to suggest that Lori was just a journalist and human rights activist 
sympathetic to the anti-government forces who was being framed as a terrorist 
sympathizer. KPFA/Pacifica, from what I heard, seemed to take the line that she 


was probably an MRTA (Movimiento Revolucionario Tupac Amaru) operative, 
See Lori on OOT page 4 








BLACK HISTORY MONTH 


can Life and History, founded by Dr. Woodson in 1915, 
changed the name to Black History Week. Through the 
extensive lobbying efforts of the Association 
to recognize the contributions of African Ameri- 
cans in the bicentennial festivities, President 
Jimmy Carter in 1976 proclaimed February as 
Black History Month. 

Black History Month is honored by prisoners 
across the country through various cultural and 
educational events. It offers one of the few 
opportunities for outside people not on visiting 
lists to go inside. This year at Dublin FCI 
African American Lesbian author Jewel Gomez 
and other local artists are participating in a 
variety of programs in celebration of Black History Month. 
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NORMA JEA e going before the 
california parole board for the seventh time this 
March. Letters of support are needed. They can be 
very brief just stating that it is well past time for this 
woman to be returned to her community. Or, if you 
want to go off a bit and tell those bored people how 
you re feeling about the injustice and absurdity of 
this case , please feel free. 

FACT REFRESHER: July 1978 -- Norma and her 
brother Hooty and some cousins have an altercation 





at aconvenience store on the way to their grandmoth- “ = 


ers where they were headed to go hunting. Yreka 
police chased the car as it headed outa town. Norma 
and her relatives ran away when they arrived at the 
cabin. Police opened fire. Norma was shot in the 
back; cousin Darrell was shot in the groin; Hooty was 
shot twice in the back before he turned and fired a 
single shot .22 which struck and killed an officer. 

1979 -- case transferred to placer county due to 
pretrial publicity. Norma and Hooty were convicted 
on all counts even though there was no evidence that 
Norma fired any weapon. Hooty was sentenced to 
death and Norma to life in prison. 

1985 -- Hooty”s conviction was reversed by 
california supreme kourt. Norma’s appeal denied at 
appellate level. 

1990 -- following change of venue to S.F., Hooty 
Croy is acquitted of murder and related charges on 
grounds of self defense. Trial judge states “... Had 
Norma.. been tried ...she would have been found not 


guilty...’ 
1992 -- Parole Board refuses to hear any new 


evidence of Norms S. innocence, as as presented a at tHooty -s Sii 


ee 


retrial. 

1993 -- petition for new trial filed. in Federal 
District kourt in sacramento. 

1996 -- still waiting for evidentiary hearing on 
Federal case. 


Also, there is an urgent need for operating funds for 
the defense committee. We need to upgrade the 
literature available and produce a mailing for the 
more than 5000 people who have signed petitions. 
All of this is in preparation of the federal case which 
will involve kourt appearances for Norma as well as 
lots of you in the audience. Any assistance is wel- 
come. 


Please send letters for the parole hearing and dona- 
tions to the Norma Jean Croy Defense Fund...Pier 
5....S.F. 94112 | 


OOC would like to 
respectfully WELCOME -+ 
HOME these survivors: 


@*Moreese “POP” Bickman -- served 37 years 
angola, la. -- now living in oakland, ca with his 
daughter and/or other relatives 


“Danny “SKIMO” Attaberry -- served 27 years 
walla walla, wa and various federal prisons -- now 
living on vashon island, wa with his wife and six year 
old son 
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FACT 


“BUDGET : $3.4 billion 95-96 

Avg. yearly cost: per inmate $21,885; 
per parolee $2,110 

Since early 80’s california has been 
involved in the largest prison building 
program in the united states.. Cost: $5.27 


billion. 

é‘ POPULATION: all institu- 
tions...133,964 Prisons: 124,037 ... 
180.3% capacity 


6 CHARACTERISTICS: 


males..90.8% females.. 9.2% viola- 
Wamenito TOTS.. 14.5% 
RACE: 29.7% white .. 28.9% black 


1% native american 
Non .. 3.6% other 
(a seeria Offense: 42.1% violent .. 25.3% prop- 
erty .. 26.2 % drugs 
Condemned : 420 .. Lifers 13,142 + 
1,680 LWOP l 
Avg Reading Level: Eighth Grade .. 
Avg. Age :.34 yrs 
Avg. Sentence: 43.0 months 
-= Commitment Rate: 347.0 per 100,000 
€*Top 5 counties: 30.8% LA .. 6.5% 
san diego .. 5.0% san bernadino .. 4. 8% 
orange .. 4.2% riverside 


CDC / Big Brother Media Ban 


The california dept. of corrections (cdc) has banned 
all media interviews with prisoners. The state’s 
justification for 
vague necessity toi entify which news organiza- 
tions are “legitimate” or “mainstream” and which are 
“entertainment news, like radio or tv talk shows.” 

_ But Peter Y. Sussman, president of the Society of 
Professional Journalists’ northern california chapter 





said the decision is an unprecedented VIOLATION 


of the public’s right to access governmental informa- 
tion. This attempt can only be about trying to deter- 
mine which journalists are acceptable based on how 
well they cover prison events the way the govern- 
ment wants them to. Sussman goes onto say “...that’s 
completely unfair and unacceptable. It makes for 
what amounts to a ‘licensed class’ of journalists 
hand picked by the people whom the journalists are 
supposed to cover.”Sussman said that the added 
power given state officials by the 3 strikes yr outlaw, 
the prison construction boom, and giant budget 
increases, require MORE not less public scrutiny. 


“Prison spending has surpassed education spending,- 


but few people have any~access to.control-of the 
prison system, and now those few people want the 
public shut out completely.” 
Sussman continues..” One can’t help but wonder 
_ whether, at a time when the prison system has been 
under successful attacks in the courts, officials see 
this as their only refuge from public scrutiny. Media 
appearances by prisoners at Pelican Bay may have 
annoyed them, but that’s the very reason the prison 
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such a dictatorial move is some 
closed institutions.” 


: WAMU. 


system must be open....california prisons are aclosed 
system with no balancing of interests or opportunity 


Tor the. publi to lea un, abo ah hat goes on Siain 


i'd say it’s very logical for the masters of unreason 
to figure out that the only way for them to continue 
the torturous mission of pelican bay and the new hell 
hole for women at valley state prison is to keep it all 
a big dark secret. The public never believes the 
prisoners without credible investigation and/or some 
sorta media expose’. 

One last quote from Sussman “...I’m sure they’ll 

let their side of information get out while they’ve 
banned the media. But we can’t allow government 
officials to be the gatekeepers who decide who learns 
what about our public institutions. There have been 
rouge agencies (within cdc) on every freedom of 
information issue trying to act as prosecutor, judge, 
and jury to protect themselves.” Sussman and other 
first amendment advocates are considering ways to — 
overturn the ban. 
- There is one other question here and that is the right 
of prisoners to speak about the conditions of their 
lives, a very basic concept generally acknowledged 
and accepted by so called progressive societies who 
respect human life. As a larger percentage of us go to - 
jail for longer and longer sentences, the state has to 
have more and more control in order to keep us quiet. 
This prison media ban is but one step in that direc- 
tion. 
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WHEN PUNISHMENT IS THE CRIME--THE PRIVATIZATION OF PRISONS 


There is a frightening trend re-emerging in the prison 
industry today. Itincludes such 19thto mid 20th century 
abhorrences as chain gangs, intentional overcrowding, 
Slave labor, and the privatization of state prisons. - 

The thirteenth amendment ended slavery in the u.s., 
with one exception, as “punishment for crime’. In 
Nevada, outside of Las Vegas, state prisoners cut 
Lincoln Continental in half and “stretch” them into 
limousines. In Oregon, prisoners are making denim 
pants sold with the brand name, Prison Blues. In 
Alabama, men are strung together, ankle to ankle, with 
metal chains and taken out to do road work. And for 
decades the license plate on your car has been made by 
prison inmates. These prisoners earn millions of dollars 
for the states, but the prisoners themselves are paid only 
pennies a day. 

Several dozen companies contract with states to 
provide and/or operate jails or prisons. Corrections 
Corporation of America and Wackenhut Corrections 
Corporation control more than half the industry’s op- 
erations, and run 29 minimum- and medium-security 
facilities with more than 10,000 beds. Other smaller 

_ regional companies are also joining in, including Ken- 
tucky-based U.S. Corrections Corporation and Nash- 
ville-based Pricor, and a small corrections divisions of 
international concerns, including construction giant 
Bechtel Corporation. The boom has created a shadier 
realm of speculators ready to turn a quick profit from the 
traffic in convicts. There has not been a larger pool of 
“free labor” since the end of the Civil War. 


MORE ABUSE... 


I would like to introduce myself to you: my name is 
Linda Michael, I’m 40 years old and a mother. I’m a 
survivor of domestic violence serving a life without 
parole sentence for 2nd degree spousal homicide.I’m 
going into my 5th year of incarceration.For 18 years I 
lived in a violent world of fear with my husband, kenneth 
johnson.His problems started during childhood, as he 
grew up in a dysfunctional home of alcoholics, and his 
addictions grew over the years. I tried so hard to be a good 
wife and mother, but it was no enough. I educated myself 
and have an architectural grafting certification. I worked 
with my husband side by side and we built a very 
successful corporation. 

But, the money only fueled the fire. He began to drink 


Wackenhut, founded by former FBI official George 
Wackenhut in 1954, is the largest and best known, as 
well as the oldest and most diversified. When the 
Florida-based firm first entered the prison business in 
1987, it had one 250-bed INS detention center. It now 
operates 11 facilities in five states housing nearly 5,500 
prisoners with total earnings of $600 million. Correc- 
tions Corporation of America, its closest rival, has 
emerged as the industry leader. Butunlike Wackenhut, 
which has a diversity of investments, it is almost com- 
pletely dependent on private imprisonment for its rev- 
enues. Its profits are up by nearly 50 percent from its 
1991vend-of-the-year figures, 

The feds have their own industry known as UNICOR 
that employs thousands of inmates at wages of less than 
a dollar an hour. UNICOR nets millions in sales each 
year producing all kinds of goods from clothing to 
furniture to military missile parts. Inmates who refuse to 
participate in work programs or attempt to organize 
others risk being sent to the hole or transferred to control 
units like Marianna, Marion and Florence. 

Phil Smith writing for Covert Action, “Imagine a full- 
fledged corporate public relations campaign designed to 
whip up crime hysteria in order to increase profits. The 
most worrisome aspect of prison privatization is the 
inevitable emergence of a private “prison lobby” con- 
cerned not with social welfare but with increasing its 
dividends, not with doing good, but with doing well. 
Sentencing guidelines, parole rules, corrections bud- 
gets, and new criminal legislation are areas in which 


The i of the eT aa of NETTE 
met with the director general of the Prison Service 
in London on January 15 to urge him to discontinue 
the inhumane and “barbaric” use of handcuffing 
pregnant women in labor. 

The Howard League sent a dossier to the United 
Nations’ human rights committee asking the orga- 
nization to condemn the policy of handcuffing 
women prisoners undergoing hospital procedures. 
The document details cases in which prisoners have 
been handcuffed during labor and childbirth, during 
chemotherapy and other medical examinations. 

Meanwhile, a woman prisoner seriously ill with 
AIDS will be mounting a legal challenge against the 
policy of keeping her manacled to a prison guard. 
The Holloway prisoner arrested for dealing heroin, 
is handcuffed at all times to a prison officer in a ward 


even more. He flirted and-had affairs, not only under my 


& 5 ° 
nose, but in our bed; he became obsessed with weapons and 


their power; he held a gun to my head to sexually degrade 
me; scorned having children; and even tried to rape my 
mother in our home.In 1988 he deserted us. I filed for 
divorce. In two years the courts bankrupted me to where 
I couldn’t fight anymore. I lost my children, my business, 
my home, and my sanity. At that point, my children 
became pawns in the nasty game of divorce and it’s 
aftermath. They were destroyed psychologically, and physi- 
cal abuse became prevalent because I could no longer 
protect them.My husband stalked me and threatened to 
destroy me. Out of real fear, I left Florida and moved to 
Arkansas to hide. I told nobody-in Florida, not even my 
own children, where I’d moved. 


3 


private prison operators have a vested interest and 
could influence policy decisions...imagine a full- 
fledged corporate public relations campaign designed 
to whip up crime hysteria in order to increase profits.” 

Most would agree itis important for prisoners to have 
work, to learn marketable skiils that can be used upon 
their release, and to help pass the time inside produc- 
tively. In reality, there are no license plate factories 
outside, and the training that is provided in prison is 
done with equipment or technology that is obsolete. In 
the 60s and 70s prisoners fought back with law suits and 
sometimes riots to change the horrendous conditions 
inside. The 1971 Attica Rebellion and massacre re- 


sulted in many progressive changes in the prison 


system. 

Today the feds are building control units and isola- 
tion cells to remove jailhouse lawyers and politically 
astute inmates from general population, in a deliberate 
effort to avoid the demands for humane changes in the 
system. When riots broke out in two southern state 
prisons in October in response to the refusal of congress 
to change the sentencing laws for crack cocaine, the 
first nationwide federal prison lockdown was ordered. 

Without constant vigilance and interference from 
activists inside and out we risk the problems of prison 
officials who remain indifferent or who are bought off 
by private profiteers, leaving prisoners to ‘suffer 
malnourishment, frequent beatings, isolation, over- 
work and overcrowding, just as they did before pris- 
oner reformation and public outrage established pris- 
oners’ rights twenty years ago. 






























a tSt St Mary” s TEAT in EETA West DAH 
Her solicitor Sarah Cleary went to court to seek an 

emergency bail application which would allow her 

client to continue her treatment without the secu- 

rity. 

”There is no way that she will abscond. She is far 


too ill to even get to the door of her bedroom without — 


getting out of breath,” Ms Cleary told BBC Radio 
Five Live. “I just find it incredible that in 1996 sick 
women are treated this way.” 

Controversy erupted in January when it emerged 
that a pregnant inmate at Holloway prison, north 
London, was chained and handcuffed at times to 
prevent any escape during her 12-hour labor in the 
nearby Whittington hospital. 

Twenty women prisoners have escaped during 
hospital visits since 1990, including a pregnant 
inmate who jumped from a first-floor window. 





Mother’s Day 1991 brought an end to the violence. My 
children did grow up and are safe even though their 
psychological scars are there for life. The price society 
enacts for retribution because a mother was protecting 
herself and her young from harm is unjustifiable .....Just 
as the GREAT PHOENIX raised itself up from the ashes 
I so pray justice will arise for every battered woman and 
child 00113. ten Linda Michael 889386 . G-1207a 
Main Unit . Florida Correctional Institution . Box 147, 
Lowell. Fla. 32663-0147 

If other women doing time for defending themselves 
and/or their children would like to write something about 
it, please sent it to us and we’ll see what we can do. (try 
to keep it to under 500 words). 
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Lori cont'd from page 1 


but not high up enough to deserve the distinction of 
being tried for treason. The Times, the Chronicle, 
etc. espouse the liberal line that if she’s guilty of 
crimes (implied: she probably is), she should be tried 
in a civilian court with the protections u.s. courts are 
supposed to afford (right to remain silent, cross- 
examine witnesses, have a lawyer...). 


What Is Tupac Amaru? 


Named for an Indian folk hero (not, as some. of us 
guessed, for rapper Tupac Shakur), Tupac Amaru has 
been involved in fighting the Peruvian authoritarian 
government since the early 1980s. It is smaller and less 
well known than Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path), and 
by some accounts less hardline. Pacific New Service’s 
Robin Kirk, writing in the New York Times, describes the 
MRTA as espousing a “kind of garden-variety demo- 
cratic socialism,” in contrast to the Maoist Sendero 
Luminoso. Kirk also mentions her impression that the 
MRTA has few women in leadership positions, while 
Sendero, she says, has numerous women commandantes. 


The International Gay & Lesbian Human Rights Com- 
mission in 1992 released a statement from MOHL, Lima’s 
largest queer group, reporting that they had gotten death 
threats from callers claiming torepresent MRTA. MOHL 
also reported that Tupac Amaru had been responsible for 
shooting seven gay men on the street as part of their 
“cleansing of undesirables,” an action we had heard 
attributed to Sendero Luminoso. There was some reason 
to think the information could be suspect, IGLHRC’s 
Latin America specialist told me. If the reports are true, 
however, they cast doubt on Lori B.’s statement that “in 
the MRTA there are no criminal terrorists. . . .” And either 
way, her admiration for the group, whether or not she was 
actively working with them, suggests that her friends’ and 
family’s contention that she is a” life-long committed 
pacifist,” might be out of date. 


It does seem clear, that as her mother, Rhoda, said, the 
Peruvian government “apparently want[s] to use our 
daughter to frighten human rights activists and foreign 
journalists out of Peru.” This is along-standing goal of the 
Fujimori government, being taken to a new height with 


this case. President Fujimori himself, the day after Lori’s © 


arrest, referred to her in a televised speech as proof of the 
involvement of foreign terrorists in the revolutionary 
movements in Peru. 


Lori has one more appeal to a higher military court. The 
appeal has been filed and will probably be heard (and 
rejected) soon. Though the u.s. embassy in Lima and the 
state department have said they are “doing all they can” 
to get Lori released, that somehow doesn’t appear to be 
true. On January 18, the state department issued a state- 
ment calling for Lori to receive an open trial in a civilian 
court, saying they are “watching the case closely.” For 
some reason, my faxes to Clinton, Fujimori anda 
undersecretary of state Watson failed to win Lori’s re- 
lease, but you may have more clout. 


Call, write or fax: Alexander Watson, Asst. Secre- 
tary of State for Inter-American Affairs, Tel. (202) 
647-5780, FAX (202)647-0791; Peru’s Ambassador 
Ricardo Luna, Embassy of Peru, Washington DC 
20036, Tel. (202) 833-9860, FAX (202) 659-8124; 
your congresspersons or anyone else you feel like 
contacting to demand the immediate release of Lori 
Berenson and all other political prisoners in Peru. 


SEND US YOUR FLOOR 
PLAN SURVEY 


Most of the articles about Lori Berenson’s convic- 
tion in Peru (see OOT page 1) describe the physical 
conditions of her incarceration as if they are unique 
to Third World countries. “Prisoners spend 23 1/2 
hours a day in cells 6 1/2 feet by 10 feet. They have 
a toilet, a faucet with ice-cold running water and a 
concrete bench for a bed...Most cells house two 
inmates.” This prison is 130 years old, but prisons 
built in the u.s. in the last few years are not any better. 
This is a typical finger-pointing trick of the u.s. 
media, always willing to J0ok~eritically at other 
countries while ignoring the exact same problems 
here. | 

Completed in 1994, isolation cells at the Florence 
control unit in Colorado measure less than 16 by 8 
feet each, and lock with a solid steel door. Each cell 
contains a three-foot-wide cement bed slab. Only 
two window slits allow external light into the cage, 
one on the steel door staring into the empty hallway, 
and another body length sliver facing an empty 
courtyard. Male inmates spend 23 1/2 hours a day in 
total isolation, not even allowed conversation be- 
tween cells--they are sound-proof. 

Valley State Prison for Women (VSPW) a brand 
new facility in Chowchilla, California is a single 
building with two tiers of cells. Each 8 foot by 12 foot 
cell has two concrete sleeping slabs, standard steel 
toilet-sink and concrete writing desk and stool. The 
door is solid steel with two 5" by 30" windows in the 
wall next to it. There is no work, no classes, no 


training. The womenare fed in their cells twice aday.— 


The food is often cold and inedible. Visits, when 
allowed are non-contact through thick steel and glass 
walls. They talk over phones. The tortuous condi- 


tions and overt cruelties of this place go on and on. 


Federal women's prisons are not much better. At 
Dublin FCI women’s prison in California, over- 
crowding creates conditions not much better than 
those seen in state institutions. Women are housed 
two and three to a room hardly big enough for the 
beds; rooms designed for one person. There is about 
18 inches of walking space between the beds. The 
toilet and sink are at one end of the room. Only one 
person can move around at a time. 

Well you get the picture. Out of Control is survey- 
ing people inside. The premise being that conditions 
in prisons here are no better than they are anywhere 
else in the world. Oppression and repression is the 
name of the game. The u.s. government, the corpo- 
rations, and the press are masters at deception. Send 
us your floor plan. We’ll publish-tt: 

For more information about control units write to 
Prisoners Rights Union, Pelican Bay Information 
Project, 2849 Mission St. #28, San Francisco, CA 
94110. They publish a newsletter. Subscriptions are 
$15 per year, $5 for prisoners. 






Every issue ofOUT OF TIME is put together 
by two or three members of Out of Control 
(OOC) on a rotating basis. The group as a 
whole doesn’t edit each issue, and the ar- 
ticles included don’t necessarily reflect the 
views of everyone. 





OUT OF TIME 
$ 6*$ $ DONATIONS $ 6*$ $ 


We wish to thank all those who donated their time and 
money to the Commissary Fund and to the newsletter in 
the past few months. We couldn’t make it without ya. 


Commissary Fund contributions: 


$148.00 Matsuye Yamata 

$200.00 Women Against Imperialism’s January 1st 
gathering 

Also thanks to individuals from the November Spark’s 
Fly who made monthly pledges to the Commissary Fund 


Newsletter contributions: 


$500.00 Lonnie Martin, Jr. Living Trust 

In the September Out of Time we enclosed a coupon 
asking for donations. We received over $300 from read- 
ers. 


All contributions are greatly appreciated. 





A Benefit for Women in Prison ~ 

Celebrating IWD 1996 
March 9 7PM 

The Women's Building 


This year’s International Women’s Day Celebra- 
tion will be a benefit for women in prison in Califor- 
nia to be held on Saturday, March 9, 7 p.m. at the San 
Francisco Women’s Building, 3543 18th Street. 

Organized by the California Coalition for Women 
Prisoners, the event will feature a speak-out by 
formerly incarcerated women, a talk by Angela 
Davis, poetry by Chrystos, music by the Gospel 
Accordion to Women and a special performance by 
Melanie DeMore, Redwood recording artist. 

The International Women’s Day event will high- 
light and support the class action lawsuit filed by. 
women prisoners in this state demanding adequate 
medical care. The nearly 10,000 women prisoners in 
this'state do not have access to adequate gynecologi- 
cal services and the California Department of Cor- 
rections has yet to hire an infectious disease doctor 
to treat women with HIV, hepatitis and tuberculosis. 
According to Karen Shain, one of the organizers of 
the event, medical care for women prisoners is 
getting worse and many womens’ lives are in jeop- 
ardy due to criminally negligent medical care. 

For more information contact the California Coa- 
lition for Women Prisoners at (415) 255-7036, ext. 
313 or (510) 834-5657, ext. 3150. 

A donation of $10-25 will be collected at the 
door. No one will be turned away for lack of 
funds. 
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